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Office of the Secretary, January 5, 1928.
To the Honorable Senate and the House of Representatives:
I have the honor to submit, in compliance with General Laws, chapter 9,
section 17, the annual report of the transactions of this office for the year
ending November 30, 1927, the returns of the sheriffs of the several counties
of money received by them, and of their attendance upon a court of record
and the county commissioners; a report showing: the aggregate vote, both
affirmative and negative, on every act or part of an act which shall have
been referred by the General Court for acceptance or rejection to the voters
of the Commonwealth or of any part thereof, or to the city council of any
city, during the calendar year 1927; and a record of the work of this Depart-
ment in respect to public records under chapter 66 of the General Laws.
There is also presented, in compliance with General Laws, chapter 221,
section 24, as amended by Acts of 1924, chapter 131, and Acts of 1927,
chapter 64, abstract and tabular statements of the returns of the clerks of
the courts for the several counties and the clerks of the Superior Court for
civil and for criminal business in Suffolk county; as to civil cases, the num-
ber of jury cases, of jury waived cases, of equity cases and of divorce cases
pending at the beginning of each year in the superior court for their respec-
tive counties, the number of each of said four classes of cases entered during
the year, the number of cases of each class actually tried during the year,
the number of cases of each class disposed of during the year by agreement
of the parties or by order of the court, the number of cases of each class
marked inactive during the year under rule of court, the number of cases
of each class so marked inactive at any time, and remaining untried or un-
disposed of at the end of the year, the number of cases of each class pending
at the end of the year, the number of cases wherein the verdict of the jury
has been set aside by the court on the ground that it was excessive and the
number of days during which the court has sat in their respective counties
for the hearing of each of said four classes of cases; and, as to criminal cases,
the number of such cases pending at the beginning of each year in the
superior court for their respective counties, the number of indictments
returned during the year, the number of appealed criminal cases entered
during the year, the number of such cases actually tried during the year,
the number of cases disposed of without trial during the year, the number of
such cases pending at the end of the year, the number of such cases wherein
a new trial has been ordered and the number of days during which the court
has sat in their respective counties for the hearing of such cases.
Receipts and Expenditures
The following table shows, in detail, the receipts from fees, etc., all of which
were paid into the treasury daily, and quarterly reports thereof made to the
Governor and Council, as required by General Laws, chapter 9, section 1 :
—
Commissions $15,180 00
Corporation Certificates . . 415,904 02
Limited Partnerships 120 00
Labels, Trademarks, etc. . . 5,550 00
Sale of Books, etc 11,704 90
Certificates 1,624 00
Military Records
Copies: Corporations $5,723 99
Archives 4,451 30
Vital Statistics .
Sale of Advance Sheets
Miscellaneous
197 00
10,175 29
676 25
478 00
24 74
$461,634 20
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The total expenses for salaries and incidentals during the year were
8125,680.31. It appears, therefore, that there was turned into the treasury
of the Commonwealth $335,953.89 over the office expenses.
t
Commissions
The number of commissions issued during the year ending November 30,
1927, was 3,287 (a decrease of 448 from the preceding year), of which 251
were without fee and 52 became void by reason of the failure of the ap-
pointees to take out the commissions or to qualify thereunder. The different
classes were as follows:
—
Notaries public 2,372
Justices of the peace 617
Special district police officers 23
Trustees, commissioners, etc 121
Public warehousemen 21
Justices of the peace to solemnize marriages 21
Public administrators 8
Masters in chancery 16
Medical examiners 13
Clerks, municipal and district courts 26
Commissioners in other States 5
Justices and special justices, municipal and district courts . . 15
Associate medical examiners 13
Justices of the peace to issue warrants and take bail .... 3
Trial justices 3
Commissioners to qualify public officers ...... 3
Ballot Law Commissioner 1
Board of Excise, City of Chelsea 1
Finance Commissioner, City of Boston 1
Commissioners in Foreign Countries 2
Police Commissioner, City of Boston 1
Member Governor's Council 1
3,287
Certificates to the number of 7,397 were issued, of which 901 were for cer-
tificates for which no fees are charged.
Corporation Division (Rooms 335B, 337, 340A, 340B)
The total number of certificates of incorporation issued under General
Laws to new corporations for the fiscal year ending November 30, 1927, was
2,710—an increase of twenty-two as compared with the fiscal year ending
November 30, 1926. They were classified as follows:—
Trading corporations (under General Laws, chapter 156, section 12)
Religious, charitable, social, educational, musical, athletic, etc., cor-
porations (under General Laws, chapter 180, section 3)
Fraternal beneficiary corporations (under General Laws, chapter
176, section 9)
Churches (under General Laws, chapter 67, section 51) .
Credit unions (under General Laws, chapter 171, section 3)
(Jo-operative banks (under General Laws, chapter 170, section 5) .
Insurance companies (under General Laws, chapter 175, section 49)
Assessment insurance company (under General Laws, chapter 177,
section 4)
Trust companies (under General Laws, chapter 172, section 10)
Water company (under General Laws, chapter 158, section 9)
Street railway company (under General Laws, chapter 161, section
136)
2,363
187
23
22
100
2
6
1
4
1
1 i
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The number of miscellaneous certificates filed and recorded was 20,047
—
an increase of 672 as compared with the fiscal year ending November 30,
1926. Of these, 15,312 were certificates of condition of Massachusetts cor-
porations (under General Laws, chapter 158, section 37 and chapter 156,
section 47); 2,363 were articles of organization of trading corporations
(under General Laws, chapter 156, section 12); 187 were certificates of reli-
gious, charitable, social and other organizations (under General Laws,
chapter 180); 685 were certificates of issue of capital stock of trading cor-
porations (under General Laws, chapter 156, sections 16 and 17), and the
others were distributed among 27 different classes.
The number of miscellaneous certificates filed was 2,041, of which 1,941
were certificates of condition of foreign corporations (under General Laws,
chapter 181, section 12), and the others were divided among 11 other classes.
There were issued 30 certificates of change of name of corporations (under
General Laws, (Chapter 155, section 10, and chapter 180, section 11).
Returns were received of the dissolution of 31 corporations by the Supreme
Judicial and Superior Courts.
Under the act relating to the incorporation of clubs, charters were refused
in 22 cases, 8 charters declared void, and 8 applications for incorporation
withdrawn. Under the law relative to change of name of clubs, one such
application was refused and one application withdrawn.
Limited partnership certificates to the number of 11 were filed and recorded.
In the Corporation Division, 3,069 certified copies of the records and cer-
tificates were supplied—an increase of 364 as compared with the fiscal year
ending November 30, 1926.
Labels, Trade-Marks, etc. (Room 337)
By General Laws, chapter 110, section 8, which relates to the adoption
and registration of labels, trade-marks, stamps and forms of advertisement,
the duty is placed upon the Secretary of the Commonwealth of receiving,
filing and recording such labels, etc., and of issuing and recording certificates
of record. Under this law, labels, trade-marks, stamps and forms of adver-
tisement were received, and certificates of record issued and recorded, in
215 cases.
Under General Laws, chapter 110, section 8, which provides for the assign-
ment of labels, trade-marks, stamps and forms of advertisement, 37 assign-
ments were received, and certificates of registration issued and recorded.
Insignia of Societies and Labor Unions (Room 337)
General Laws, chapter 110, section 9, provides for the registration in this
office of the insignia, ribbons, badges, rosettes, buttons and emblems of
societies, associations and labor unions. One registration was received
which has been included with the number of labels above given, under Gen-
eral Laws, chapter 110, section 8.
Marks and Devices on Cans, etc. (Room 337)
By General Laws, chapter 110, section 17, which provides for the protec-
tion of owners of cans, bottles, boxes, siphons and fountains used in the sale
of soda water, mineral and aerated waters, ale, beer, ginger ale or similar
beverages, it is made the duty of the Secretary of the Commonwealth to
receive and file descriptions of marks, devices, etc., and under this law one
such description was received and filed. Under General Laws, chapter 110,
section 21, as amended by chapter 37, Acts of 1924, protecting dealers and
consumers against the unlawful use and destruction of milk and ice cream
cans, jugs, bottles, jars, tubs or cabinets, 24 descriptions of marks, devices,
etc., were received and filed.
Vital Statistics Division (Room 334)
Under the provisions of General Laws, chapter 46, section 17, returns
of births and marriages from 355 cities and towns and births from the State
Infirmary at Tewskbury, for the year 1926, which were received in 1927,
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cover 83,502 births, and 30,584 marriages, a decrease of 2,512 births and
654 marriages, as compared with the returns for 1925.
Under the provisions of the same law 52,888 certified copies of records of
deaths were received, covering the period from January 1, 1926, to December
31, 1926, an increase of 998 as compared with the returns of 1925.
Medical examiners' returns for 1926 cover 7,648, a decrease of 41 as com-
pared with the returns for 1925.
Returns by clerks of courts and registers of probate of the decrees of
divorce for 1926 number 4,044, an increase of 157 as compared with the
returns for 1925.
These figures are fully compiled and analyzed in the annual registration
report for 1926 (Public Document No. 1), and available August 1, 1927.
During the year 2,270 certificates of birth, 851 certificates of marriage,
and 759 certificates of death were issued, a total of 3,880. Fees received
from these certificates amounted to $676.25.
4,859 abstracts of birth records for school, employment and pension pur-
poses were issued without charge.
There were 5,997 delayed records of birth and corrections of birth records
received; 38 corrections of marriage and 62 corrections of death records
were also received.
Naturalization Returns
Under the provisions of General Laws, chapter 220, section 19, returns
were received of the naturalization of 2,329 persons before the superior
courts of the Commonwealth during the year 1926, an increase of 730 as
compared with the returns of 1925. These returns were indexed and bound
in convenient form for reference, as required by law.
Changes of Names of Persons
The returns of 1,320 names, changed in 1926 as decreed by the several
probate courts, were received and filed in compliance with the requirements
of General Laws, chapter 210, section 12.
Archives Division (Room 438)
.The Chief of the Archives Division respectfully reports as follows:
That 203 military certificates, 41 typewritten copies, and 1,016 photo-
static copies (totalling 24,906 prints) of legislative records and files, manu-
scripts, maps, corporation records, finger prints, soldiers' discharges, World
War diaries, etc., have been made during the past fiscal year, and the fol-
lowing fees received: military certificates, $203; typewritten copies, $39.30;
and photostatic copies, $4,406; totalling $4,648.30.
Reproduction of Archives
Proceeding as rapidly as can be expected with increasing demand for
photostatic work.
Photostat
Constantly employed reproducing archives, maps, manuscripts, corpo-
ration records, etc.
World War Records
Diaries and other papers have been photostated for the History Commis-
sion. (Chap. 510, Acts of 1924.)
Rehinding of Archives
Owing to unsettled conditions no volumes have been bound this year.
Further Protection of the Archives
Owing to there having been three fires within a few years in that portion
of the State House in which the Archives (from 1625 to date) are located,
effective measures should be taken for further safeguarding the greatest
collection (from a legal and historical standpoint) in America. With the
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lessons of New York and West Virginia before us (in which the Archives and
State Library were practically destroyed), a collection which cannot be
replaced and commercially is worth at least two million dollars should be
guarded carefully.
House Journals, 1715-1780
Vol. VIII, 1727-1728, reprinted by the Massachusetts Historical Society,
has been purchased and distributed by the Document Division. (Chap.
413, Acts of 1920, and Chap. 164, Acts of 1922.)
Vital Records to 1860
Groton (marriages and deaths) and New Salem, compiled by Essex Insti-
tute, and Nantucket (marriages, 2 vols.), compiled by the New England
Historic Genealogical Society, have been purchased and distributed by the
Document Division. (Chap. 562, Acts of 1920, and Chap. 199, Acts of
1922).
Public Document Division (Room 118)
During the year 1927 the following publications were received for distri-
bution through the Public Document Division: 59,815 volumes of the
Public Document Series, representing 72 reports of the several state depart-
ments, boards and commissions; 10,000 copies of the pamphlet edition of
the session laws; 10,000 copies of the bound edition of the session laws,
commonly called the Blue Book; 750 copies each of the Senate and House
Journals, total, 1,500 copies; 454 copies each of the Massachusetts Reports,
Nos. 254, 255 and 256, total, 1,362 copies; 700 copies of the Sixty-first
Annual Encampment, Department of Massachusetts, G. A. R. 1927; 900
copies of the Proceedings of the Twenty-sixth Annual Encampment, Depart-
ment of Massachusetts, U. S. W. V., 1925; 1800 copies of the Annual Pro-
ceedings, The American Legion, Department of Massachusetts, 1926; 800
copies of the Annual Proceedings of the Veterans of Foreign Wars, Depart-
ment of Massachusetts, 1926; 350 copies each of Nantucket Marriages,
Vols. 3 and 4, Groton Marriages and Deaths, Vol. 2, and New Salem Vital
Records, total, 1,400 copies; 300 copies of the Journals of the House of
Representatives, Vol. 8, 1727-29; 5,000 copies of the Manual of Fire Depart-
ment Equipment and Practice; 4,000 copies of the General Laws Relating
to Taxation and Special Assessments, 1927; 50 copies of the 1926 report of
the Finance Commission for the City of Boston, which copies were received
from the above commission ; 1 ,022 copies each of Volumes 1 and 2 of the
General Laws of Massachusetts; 2,500 copies of the Constitution of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts; 50 copies of the Third Annual Report of
the Board of Zoning Adjustment, Dec, 1926, which copies were received
from the City of Boston; 10,500 copies of the Manual for the General
Court, 1927-28; 8,000 copies of the Condensed Summary of Laws Relative
to Innholders and Common Victuallers, 1927; 5,000 copies of the General
Laws Relating to Corporations, 1927,—making a grand total of 124,699
volumes that have passed through this division during the year.
In addition to the above, there were distributed 9,500 copies of "Danger-
ous Weapons" posters, which posters were printed in the following lan-
guages: English, French, Italian, Polish, Russian, German, Yiddish, Portu-
guese, Swedish and Greek.
Division of Public Records (Room 252)
Inspections
Inspections of the care, custody, condition and protection against fires of
the public records of the departments and offices of the counties, cities and
towns, have been made during the year 1927 in the following 187 places:
-Abington, Acushnet, Adams, Agawam, Amesbury, Amherst, Ashland,
Auburn, Barnstable, Becket, Bedford, Beverly, Billerica, Bourne, Boxbor-
ough, Boxford, Boylston, Brewster, Bridgewater, Brimfield, Brockton,
Brookfield, Burlington, Carlisle, Charlton, Chatham, Chelmsford, Cheshire,
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Chicopee, Chilmark, Clarksburg, Clinton, Concord, Conway, Danvers,
Dartmouth, Deerfield, Dennis, Douglas, Dover, Dracut, Dudley, Duxbury,
East Bridgewater, East Brookfield, East Longmeadow, Eastham, Easl-
hampton. Easton, Edgartown, Essex, Fairhaven, Falmouth, Framingham,
Gay Head, Georgetown, Gill, Gloucester, Grafton, Greenfield, Groveland,
Hamilton, Hampden, Hancock, Hanover, Harvard, Harwich, Holland,
Holliston, Holyoke, Hopedale, Hopkinton, Ipswich, Kingston, Lee, Leices-
ter, Lexington, Littleton. Longmeadow, Lowell, Ludlow, Lynnfield, Man-
chester. Mansfield. Marblehead, Marion, Marlborough, Marshfield, Mashpee,
]Mattapoisett, Medfield, Medway, Mendon, Merrimac, Middleton, Milford,
Millbury, Millis, Montague, Nahant, Nantucket, Natick, Needham, New
Bedford, Newbury, Newton, Norfolk, North Adams, North Brookfield,
North Reading, Northampton, Northborough, Northbridge, Northfield,
Norton, Norwell, Oak Bluffs, Oakham, Orleans, Otis, Oxford, Paxton,
Peabody, Pelham, Peru, Pittsfield, Plymouth, Prescott, Provincetown,
Reading, Rochester, Rockland, Rockport, Rowley, Rutland, Salem, Salis-
bury, Sandwich, Saugus, Sherborn, Shrewsbury, Southampton, Southbor-
ough, Southbridge, Southwick, Spencer, Sterling, Stoneham, Sturbridge,
Sunderland, Sutton, Swampscott, Tewksbury, Tisbury, Topsfield, Truro,
Tyngsborough, Upton, Uxbridge, Wales, Ware, Wareham, Warren, Wash-
ington. Watertown, Webster, Wellesley, Wellfleet, Wenham, West Boylston,
West Bridgewater, West Brookfield, West Newbury, W^est Springfield, West
Tisbury, Westborough, Westfield, Westhampton, Westport, Whately,
Whitman, Wilbraham, Wilmington, Winchester, Windsor, Worcester,
Yarmouth.
The inspections made by the Supervisor of Records, under the provisions
of the General Laws, chapter 66, section 1, show improved conditions in the
care and protection of the public records.
During the year about 25 vaults and 12 safes have been approved by this
office.
Fires
Nearly every year there is a fire which endangers some of the public rec-
ords; during this year there have been four such fires.
The early morning of April 10, the interior of the Fall River Technical
High School was destroyed by fire, leaving the brick walls standing; a few
of the teachers' registers were lost; all school records were saved.
On April 12, fire slightly damaged room 36, on the third floor. City Hall,
Boston, occupied by the Street-Laying Out Department. The top and sides
of a drafting table were charred and a few blue print plans in racks were
damaged but could be replaced by joint working drawings.
An earl}^ morning fire, October 19, destroyed the Hingham High School.
Building; school records and valuable papers were saved.
An early morning fire, October 31, starting in the basement of the Saugus
Town Hall, caused by spontaneous combustion in a pile of coal, damaged
the building to the extent of several thousand dollars; no records were lost.
Flood
November 4th, the town of Becket was severely damaged by flood. Tlie
residence of the Town Clerk was washed away and the town safe was lost;
also the town seal and some of the Selectmen's orders. Original certificates
of Vjirths, marriages and deaths from 1914-1927, inclusive, went down with
the flood. A few days later a folder of the certificates of births was found
wet, but perfectly legible.
City Halls
No new city halls have been built during the year. Westfield Gas and
Electric Light Department has erected a new vault in the building occupied
}>y them.
Town Halls
The new town halls at Somerset, Spencer, Lexington, Northfield and Nor-
wood, are nearing completion and will soon be ready for occupancy. Gos-
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nold's new Town Hall is completed and occupied by all departments. Alter-
ations have been made in the town halls at Draeut and Billerica, by the
construction of new vaults. Plans are being prepared for new town build-
ings at Weymouth and Winthrop.
Court Houses
Berkshire County is erecting an annex to the present Court House at
Pittsfield. Norfolk County has constructed a new vault for the County
Treasurer, in the basement of the Court House at Dedham.
District Courts
The District Court of Northern Essex at Haverhill has moved into its
new quarters. The District Court of Second Southern Worcester at Ux-
bridge will soon move into its new quarters at Whitinsville in the town of
Northbridge.
Repairing and Binding
Records have been repaired and rebound during the year for the city of
Salem, towns of Mansfield, Foxborough, Winchester and Stockbridge; for
the Registries of Deeds and Probate for the County of Bristol at Taunton,
and Registries of Deeds at Plymouth and Northampton; plans bound and
mounted for the town of Hull, Registries of Deeds for the Counties of Barn-
stable, Dukes, Hampden, Hampshire, Middlesex and Plymouth.
Typewriter Ribbons and Stamping Pads
A printed list of approved typewriter ribbons and stamping pads will be
published later for distribution.
Legislative Counsel and Agents' Expenses
In compliance with the provisions of General Laws, Chapter 3, Sections
39 to 50 inclusive, relative to legislative counsel and agents' expenses in-
curred or paid in connection with the promoting or opposing of legislation
during the last session of the General Court, there were 210 entries made in
the dockets, a decrease of 30 compared with 1926.
Returns covering 209 of these entries were received in this office from
persons, corporations or associations employing legislative counsel or agents.
One failed to file a return and was therefore reported to the Attorney Gen-
eral. In addition to these, three returns were received from employers
whose names had not been previously registered in the docket. Thirty-five
returns appeared to be irregular or defective, twenty-seven- of which were
later corrected. It therefore was necessary to report the remaining eight
returns to the Attorney General as required by law.
The total amount reported as paid to legislative counsel and agents was
$62,727.75, in addition to this $5,400 represents annual salaries or retainers
apportioned and $44,100 unapportioned. Twenty-three employers stated
that they paid nothing.
. Proclamations
The proclam.ations of His Excellency the Governor for the observance of
Lincoln Day, Arbor and Bird Day, Flag Day and Thanksgiving Day were
printed and distributed under the direction of this office.
Of the Lincoln Day proclamations 11,000 copies were given public dis-
tribution to churches, schools, institutions, patriotic societies, postmasters
and city and town clerks. Of the Arbor and Bird Day and Forest Protec-
tion Week 12,000 copies were mailed to churches, schools, granges, agricul-
tural societies, institutions, postmasters and city and town clerks. Flag
Day procla-mations to the number of 11,000 were mailed to churches, schools,
postmasters, patriotic societies, institutions and city and town clerks, and
10,000 Thanksgiving proclamations were sent to churches, schools, post-
masters and city and town clerks.
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In addition to the above, proclamations were printed and distributed as
follows: For the observance of Spanish War Memorial Day and Maine
Memorial Day, February 15, 1927, 1,000 copies were printed and mailed
to churches and schools. To commemorate the one hundred and fiftieth anni-
versary of Washington spending: the winter with his army headquarters at
Valley P'orgfe, Pennsylvania, 11,000 proclamations were printed and sent to
churches, schools, patriotic societies, postmasters, institutions and city and
town clerks. Fire Prevention Week was designated to include the week of
October 9, and 6,150 copies of the Governor's proclamation were distributed
to the fire chiefs of the Commonwealth for churches, schools and post offices.
For the observance of Armistice Day, November 11, 1927, 11,000 proclama-
tions were distributed to schools, churches, institutions, patriotic societies,
postmasters and city and town clerks.
Proclamations were also issued by the Governor to the press in observ-
ance of "Be Kind to Animals Week," April 10 to 16, 1927. The Governor
also issued proclamations to the press suspending the open season for fishing
April 14, 1927, and proclaiming the open season for fishing April 23, 1927.
Respites, Requisitions, Etc.
The number of respites and extensions thereof from death sentence made
out and issued during the year was 8; requisitions upon other States, 269;
upon the Secretary of the United States Navy, 2; upon the Chief Justice
of the Supreme Court at Washington, D. C, 2; extradition requests upon
foreign countries, 2; and warrants were issued upon requisitions from other
states, 39.
Rules and Regulations of State Departments
By chapter 30, section 37, General Laws, certain rules and regulations of
departments, commissions, boards or officials vested by law with the power
to make and issue rules and regulations general in scope, and to be observed
or performed under penalty for the violation thereof, shall not take effect
until attested copies thereof have been filed with the Secretary of the Com-
monwealth. Under this law rules and regulations were filed by the following
departments during the year 1927: Department of Agriculture; Depart-
ment of Conservation; Department of Labor and Industries; Department
of Public Health; Department of Public Safety; Department of Public
Works.
Miscellaneous
The two reports from this office which form a part of the Public Document
series, namely. Returns of Births, Marriages, Divorces, and Deaths ^Public
Document No. 1) and Returns of Assessed Polls, Registered Voters and
Persons who voted, etc. (Public Document N.o. 43) have been made, as
required bv law.
FREDERIC W. COOK
Secretary of the Commonwealih.
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